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nations is brought before the Council of War.
Ninety-seven thousand florins of the empire have
disappeared ; but Szekely had placed his whole
confidence in the Sieur Lakner, who is deceased,
and who was the only keeper of the keys of the
chest. Szekely had more than once declared that
he himself was a very improper person to have
pecuniary matters committed to his charge, and
that he never had revised nor verified the accounts
of the regimental chest confided to his care. He
therefore cannot be suspected of personal fraud,
especially when his regiment renders justice to
the goodness of his manners, and unanimously
points out the cashier Lakner as a person who
was debased by meannesses, and rendered sus-
picious by incurring expenses infinitely above his
fortune.

This, it is very true, was an exceedingly
culpable negligence, but such was the only crime
of Szekely; and it was for this reason that the
council of war condemned him to be imprisoned
six years in a fortress. The punishment was
doubtless in itself sufficient, since Szekely, in
effect, and according to the language of thehat
